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!/*.v^ In response to the Examiner's action mailed July 7, 

1998, please amend the application as follows: 

In the Claims 

1. (Three Times Amended) An isolated nucleic acid 

fragment comprising a sequence of at least about 2 0 nucleotides 
from a Brassicaceae or Helianthus delta-12 fatty acid desaturase 
gene having at least one mutation in a region of said desaturase 
gene encoding a Hia -Xaa-Xaa-Xaa-His amino acid motif, wherein 
\ 1 said at least one mutation [is effective for altering the fatty 

acid composition in Brassicaceae or Helianthus seeds] renders the 
product of said desaturase gene non- functional and wherein said 
sequence includes said at least one mutation. 

,6. (Twice Amended) The nucleic acid fragment of 

claim B, wherein the wild-type sequence of said motif comprises 
the [wild-type amino acid] sequence His -Glu-Cys-Gly-His . 
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-7". (Twice Amended) The nucleic acid fragment of 

\ ; claim , wherein said at least one mutation in said motif 
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